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The death of Pope John Paul Il, once more, exposed the shaky, double-standard
secularism as practiced by the Indian state. By rushing to declare a 3-days state
mourning for the late Pope, the self-styled “secular’ Indian state showed how flawed its
version of secularism is.

Is a secular state really right in mourning a religious leader? More so because this same
self-proclaimed “secular” state never bothered to officially mourn any deceased head of
any Indian religion. A large official delegation was sent to Rome to represent India at the
funeral. But this same Indian state has never bothered to be officially present, when any
head of an Indian religion had died. Worse, never did the Vatican bother to show such
reverence to any Indian religion or any head of the Indian state and/or government.

This paper argues that a modern and secular nation-state must keep away from
indulging in appeasement politics and should strictly separate official matters from those
of private issues, that a religion undoubtedly is. The state must follow a policy of equvi-
distance to all religions. A one-sided appeasement of minorities — as indeed that of the
majority — can only be counter-productive in the long run.
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